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Of two REAL 
DREAMS, 


Which happen'd to the ſame * _ 
PERSON; 5 2 


The firſt of them in the Year 1 708, 
which was then publiſh'd, with the Copy = 
of Verſes prefix d; N 


44 


The other on Auguſt 21. 1714. the Author 5 
being then in India. _ 


Now both printed together, for the uſe of his 
Family and particular Friends. 
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To my Friend Mr. — 


ON HIS 


Fhdloſoptrca Dream. 


O good the ſenſe, {6 noble i is the theme, 

) My friend, they wou'd become a Pro- 
phet's dream : 

Here's ſo much reaſon, and religion caught, 

By 11. _ link'd in one chain of 

| rao 

In gs Pere mind ſuch heav 'oly notions 

_ 

When bound with heavy ſleep thy body 
lies ſupine. _ 

Thro the thick veil truth darts her piercing 

beams, 

And leaden ſlumbers yield thee golden 


dreams; i 


A 2 So 


1 
; 
| 
B 


(4) 
So fair their form, and of ſo god allay, 
kl well can bear the anke teſt of day. 


5 HOSE | rruhs thy. ane foul by ay. 
explores, . 


Fines: to charm thee, in a the night reſtores; 5 5 


And to reward the labours of the day, 
Thy guardian angel marks the glorious way 
That leads to blits, and entertains thy mind 
With pleaſures only known to ſouls refin d. 
The pilgrim patriarch thus at Bethel lay, 


When weary'd by the journey of the day ; 
While in his view officious angels tread 


The ſteps that to celeſtial manſions led. 


H o few. awake, have thoughts lo a, 


and bright, 
As thou, aſleep, amidſt the ſhades of ni ght! 


But ſince thy dreams ſo much of ceuth Lee 5 


—- TAKE, 
What Clear ideas fill thy mind awake! 
Then write again, nor quit the uſeful text; 
Tell us * * n virtue next. 
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In the Year 1708. 


Fj LTROUGAT I was walk- 
ing in a pleaſant green path 
WII os ſhaded with trees, the 
branches of which were fill d 
with birds chirping and ſinging their 
wild notes in great variety. The 


charms of the place drew me into 


a ſerious contemplation of the beauty £ 


and order of the creation; particu- 


| larly of this ſyſtem which we inhabit : 


I reflected on the various ranks of be- 
= 


rere 
ages a hows & — * R Ss 


1 bro conſider d the prob 
more planetary worlds in this Vortet : 3 Y 


and that each might contain a like 


1 ings e on 1 olobe; the ſub- 


lnefs'of them io 
man, che Loa of this little world. 5 | 


beautiful variety of inhabitants, whole 
natures and tempers might be agree 


able to their ſituation. I then view'd 


the innumerable fix d ſtars, each of 
which I thought a glorious ſun for 
other worlds ro compaſs ; all fll'd 
with beings who contem late and 
praiſe the great Creator. Thus s rapt ö 
in thought, my vc were in- 
terrupted by the approach of a Ve- 


nerable old man, who with a grave, 
yet chearful air, thus accoſted me: 
Sir, your countenance diſcovers joy 


in your mind; if the occaſion f 
« jt is fit to- be communicated, Tj 


, "6: would gladly ſhare in your' plea- 
<' ſure.” I reply'd, “ The ſubject | 
0 _ "we ls thought is of uni- I 


cc verſal 


= 


g (2) 

& verſal coneern; and repeated to 

hum my farmer reflections. When I 

had concluded, my companion ſaid, 

e Since you axe diſpoſed to a phi- 

7 loſophical entertainment, come 
| take a walk with me. „ Hog Bp 009 


x 


= 4 READLL IV follow d one whoſe 
very mein had inſpir d me with reve- 
rence, and rais d my; expectation. of 
learning fomeching worthy. ſuch a 
7 tutor. We had walk d but a few mi- 
nutes, when: he brought me to the 
2 banks of a large and pleaſant river, 
where: a- great many, people were fiſh- 
ing. My old man bid me obſerve 
their actions and ſucceſs. I ſaw that 
all che fiſſters ſounded the depths with 
their: lines 83 which; in ſome places 
: were within their fathom, but in o- 
ther places they found no bottom: 
however they: fiſh' d promiſcuouſly, 
ſome in the deeꝑ and ſome in the ſhal- 
lou waters; bit: not with equal ſuo- 
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cels: the former catch'd nothing, 


whilſt the latter had their toil and 


skill well rewarded. This I remark'd 
to my companion, who ſaid, © So 
« It is with mankind in their ſearch 


« after knowledge : they who will 


© buſy themlelves to enquire after 


© ſubjects above their capacity, will 


< ſpend their days in fruitleſs labour; 
« whilſt they who duly confider the 


powers of their own minds, the na- 


* ture of the things about which 
T they are converſant, and the nature 


« of the evidence each ſubject re- 


e quires, will only purſue things at- 


<« tainable and profitable; and ſhall 


c always find their labours well re- 
« warded. Then he led me to a 


rugged narrow lane : the entrance. 
was difficult, by reaſon of a dirty 


ditch and ſteep bank, both which 


were to be pa d, before we could 


enter a way that made but a very 


with 


indifferent appearance. He paſs d 


- on 


. a BE ed 


with eaſe ; but I having with much 
labour almoſt gain d the top of the 

bank, had fallen back into the miry- 

ditch, bur that he gave me his hand, 
and pull d me over. 1 began to 
repine at this difficulty, eſpecially 
when I found the path into which we 


were got, very rough and uneaſy. 
X cc 


Come, come, lays my guide, the 


7 © firſt ſtep to knowledge and virtue 


By 

* 

"= 
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o 
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is reſolution and induſtry; with- 


out which no man ever obtain d 
3 85 any thing truly great or good. 
2 He encourag d me by enlarging on 
this principle, during the continuance 
of the rough lane, which was ſo 
23 hedgd in on both fides, that we had 
no proſpect of the adjacent country. 
At length we paſs d a ſtile, when 
7 new ſcene preſenteedd. 


IT nut path we were in continued 


in a ſtrait line, leſs rugged than be- 
fore, tho. ſtill narrow, and. a little 


1 _=_— 


rais'd like a cauſſey above the neigh- 
| bouring fields, which were all expos'd 
to our view. My guide bid me turn 
my eyes to the right hand, and ob- 
ſerve what the cronds of people, I 
might ſee there, were doing. I did 
ſo, and perceiv'd abundance of both 
ſexes, and of different ages, engag d 
in courtſhip, dalliance, and all the 
parts of vicious love; and there 
wanted not numerous viſible in- 
ſtances of its ſad effects: ſome were 
reduc d to skeletons by their exceſſes; 
ſome appear d cramp d with intole- 
rable pains and aches, proceeding 
from a tainted blood; whilſt others 
were cover d over with foul leprous 
ſcurf, having loſt their noſes, lips, 
or eyes, and were moſt loathſom to 
behold. Here one might fee a duel, 
there a private aſſaſſination, and yon- 
der death convey d in a diſh of meat, 
or bowl of wine. See, fee my 
« charge, ſaid my old man, ſee you 
Wes = 1 « dei 


(0 

der gaudy ſcene, how pleaſant are 
+ the flowry meads how gay the | 
“young lovers! how many charm- 
F< ing allurements court their ſenſes 
on every ſide to luxury and riot! 
© Alas! cry d I, you view but halt 

the ſcene; ſee there, the ſad ca- 
p'd }© taſtrope: but tell me, O my kind 
the “ inſtructor, are all the joys of love 
1ere “to be abandon'd, or thoſe inſuffe- 
in- “ rable conſequences borne?” © No, 
rere “ no, ſays he, miſery is not entail'd 
ſes; “ on love but vice: turn to the left. 
ole - I turn d and ſaw another ſcene ; a 
ling country not adorn d with all that 
ners ſprightly gaiety which luxury invents, 
ous but nobly cultivated and enrich d 
lips, with all the neceſſaries and conve- 
to niencies of frugal life: the paſtures 
nel, fill'd with bleating flocks and lowing 
on- herds; the arable crown'd with wa- 
eat, ving corn and bending ſheaves ; the 
my garden-plots repleniſh d with whole- 
ron lom roots ny herbage, and cool 
dei B 2 ſum⸗- 
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ſummer-fruics ; the hale inhabitants 
were all employ d in ſomething pro- 


fitable; the young people, bleſt with * 


virtuous love, were all attended by 
a vigorous progeny of pratling boys 


and girls; and even the aged, bend- 


ing beneath the weight of years, were 


free from all thoſe pains and trou- 
bles which conſtantly attend, and oft- 


times ſhorten, a vicious life. I ſaid 


with eagerneſs, © I ſee, my guide, 


you were in the right; for vice, . 


« not love, produc'd'thole ſad diſ- ; 


© orders I ſo much lamented. But 
yet methinks I dont ſee in theſe, 


a 


« the mighty tranſports, that tumul- 
tuous joy and rhapſody of paſſion, } 
which appear'd on t other ſide. 
Obſerve, reply d the old man, that 
* couple in their retirement, ſee with ? 
* what a manly tenderneſs he ad- 
& drefles ; whilſt ſhe receives him 
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with all the languiſhments of a 


e modeſt love rais d up to warm 
ce deſires, 


c 
- "> 


duty join d together. And now, 


VV 

„ 
deſires.— See what calm joy re- 
« mains in either face, not interrupted 
by a guilty. conſcience, but height- 


ned by a juſt ſenſe of love and 


* 


0 


A, 


my fare 5 from this inſtance of 


< the higheſt ſenſitive enjoyments 


"> FR 1 


learn, that virtue never abridges a 


“ man of true pleaſure, either of 
« mind or body, but raiſes both even 
to perfection. Hence paſſing for- 
ward in our narrow way, which now 
grew pleaſant to me, charm d with 
my tutor's wile reflections, I obſerv d 


a company advancing towards us, 


but in the path which led to the fields 


of vicious love, which lay juſt be- 


neath us: as ſoon. as they came up, 


they began to reproach me for my 


folly, in. walking ſo rough a path, 


when I might, with ſo much eaſe join 


them in a way, ſo pleaſant, and that 
led to ſo charming a place as the 


amorous fields in view. Un mov d 


with 
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$ . rugged: 


( 1). 


with their reflections, 
” Chuſe you the eaſy paths to eertain 


T. retorted, 


and ſo diſdaining farther 
converſe, paſs d on with my guide, 
who ſaid on this occaſion, © I am 


glad to fee you add to reſolution 
60 induſtry, 


* 


without which, be 


Tir encouragement if receiv 4 


from my guide, chang d my ſenti- 


ments of contempt into pity, for 


thoſe who reproach d me; which in 
8 paſſing a little forward 1 nad oppor- 
tunity to diſcover: for we ſoon met 
another company following them in F 
the fame path with whom I began; 
1 — them the miſerable conſe- 
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I am content with this which 
ineſs, tho hard and 


and a contempt of all 
c unlawful pleaſures, conſtancy and 
< perſeverance ; f 
« aſſured, no ed worthy the purſuir = 
1: of u Furtemal. mind can ever be 1 
cc attain d. | Tho 309127 (ct 


'<. the guilty reflections that 


. 
a 


led ould 
« accompany them; and the vanity 
« of preterring the licentious enjoy» 

ment of unbridled appetites, to 
« the calm delights of reaſon and 


quences of their joys in c 


4 virtue, accompany d over and a- 
b bove with the perfection of thoſe 
„ very pleaſures which they ſo ea- 


A 
A 


gerly purſu d. But I talk d to 5 


the winds, no man regarded me; 


but with a ſcornful ſmile every one 


kept his way. © You do well, ſaid 


« my old man, to add charity to 


* perſeverance : the love of your ſelf 


ought to be the meaſure of that 
to your neighbour; when you 
have found the way to happineſs, 

ſhew it to others: { they will not 


« hear, their deſtruction be on them- 


ſelves; but for your part, expect 
a reward for all the good you 


2 fe” | 
pPractiſe. | 


WraiLlsT he continu'd thus to 
encourage me in the ways of virtue, 
we arriv d at a populous city, where 
being enter d, he ſaid, You muſt 

« abide here, I muſt. leave you, but 

with this advice; The virtues you 

have learnt in theory in our paſlage 
« hither, are now to be reducd to 
practice. You are inquiſitive after 
% knowledge ; but learn to confine | 
«* your enquiries to thoſe parts of 
0 knowledge which are attainable and 
« uſeful.” See here, ſaid he, taking 
a ſyphon in his hand, which had 
two pipes tranſverſe, joining the 
legs at each end, © You think, lays 
* he, according to your notion of 
« the laws of mechaniſm, that on 
„ bending this ſyphon, ſo as to 
bring the legs one half nearer to- 
gether, the tranſverſe pipes ought 1 

« to form two right angles: but try 
« the experiment.” I did fo, and 

4 found, 
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* found, that inſtead of producing a 
> right-lind figure as I expected, they 
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fell into curv'd lines, and form'd a 
circle.“ You fee, ſaid he, how li- 
( able you are to receive falſe princi- 
ples, or at leaſt to be miſtaken in 
your deductions ; and after all, 


you knew before how to make ule 
of this inſtrument as well as you 
do now. From this experiment 
learn never to be confident of 
thoſe things which you have not 
thorowly examin d; or which, be- 
ing examin d, don't admit of clear 


evidence. Never buſy your ſelf 


in the ſearch of any thing, which 


when known can be of no ad- 
vantage to your felt or others. 
Morality, continu'd he, depends 
on certain and evident principles, 
and is abſolutely neceſſary to the 
perfection and happineſs of a rea- 


ſonable mind. Make this your 
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ſtudy and practice, and take to 
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« your aſſiſtance the divine revela- 


.< tion, wherein you will find a per- 


« feet ſyſtem of duty, a complete 


« example for your imitation, pow- 


ec erful motives to perſuade, and ſuf- 


7 5 


&« ficient aſſiſtances to enable you to 
« obedience; and, to conclude, the 
4 higheſt authority attended with 
the cleareſt evidence.” 
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On Auguſt 21. 1714. 


ETHOUGAT I was return d 
8 to England with a plentiful 
7 WES fortune, and engag d in com- 
2 pany with ſeveral of my friends, at 
one of their houſes in Hoxton ; the 
2 converſation turn d on my future 
manner of life: I ſaid, That I 
: © was weary of the buſy world, and 
2 © purposd to enjoy the remainder 
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A « of my life in a private ſtation.” 
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They reply d, That I ought not to 
I = Cx. « by 


(20 . 
be weary of doing good; and that 
* having the advantage of a good 
fortune, added to other qualifica- 
tions, I ought to ſerve my country ; 
in the houle of commons. 
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Do RING this debate, a ſudden 
gloom o eripread the horizon, and 
every one preſent apprehended the 
day of judgment approaching: on 
which one of my friends faid, © To 
“ what purpoſe is it now that you 
have acquired an eſtate, which muſt 
immediately be ſwallow'd up in 

Le the ruins of nature?” I anſwer' d, 
© To very good purpoſe, ſince in do- 
ing it I had diſcharg d my duty in 
the ſtation wherein the providence 
„ of God had plac'd me; part of 
« which was to make a proviſion for 

my family, and for communicating Þ 

to the neceſſities of others: and 

* that altho both theſe ends were 

* now fruſtrated, yet God, who knew 
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„ my ſecret purpoles, would reward 


* the ſincere intentions of my heart. 


As ſoon as I had concluded, we 
heard a ſudden noiſe, like the rolling 


of thunder under ground; the earth 


ſhook, and in divers places began to 
open: when turning our eyes to- 
wards the city which was full in view, 
we ſaw it in an inſtant wrapp d in 
flames; ſome aſcending out of the 
ruptures of the earth, and others de- 
ſcending from above. The earthquake 
increas d, till at length a hideous 
crack was heard, as if the whole 
earth had cleft to the center. Our 


= ſight was ſo ſtrengthned, that We could 
1 ſee ami. 


the flames and confuſion, 
the perſons who were amongſt the 
ruins, and diſcern great numbers in 
the utmoſt horror and affright, and 


not a few whole countenances diſ- 


cover d their inward joy and gladneſs. 
The ruin approach d apace towards 
4 We 
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us, and in a ſhort time the flames 
attack d the houſe in which we were: 
One ſudden glare of fire darted from 
a beam of the room, and wrapt my 
ſelf and Mr. —— who methought 
Rood next me, as with a mantle. I 
ſtarted at the ſurprize, but immedi- 
ately found, that tho the flame con- 
ſum d our clothes, it did not hurt our 
bodies; but on the contrary, they 

grew bright and luminous, while our 

hearts were at once fill'd with an in- 
expreſſible flow of joy and gladneſs. 
Methought the powers of my under- 
ſtanding were ſo enlarg d, that 1 
could at one view take in the whole 
ſeries of actions throughout my paſt 
life, the various diſpenſations of di- 
vine providence towards me, toge- 
ther with the reaſons why I had been 
plac d in thoſe different circumſtances, 
which I had been us d to call prof 
perity and adverſity ; but now [1 
found that they were only oppor- 


tunities 


N 
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® - runities for the exerciſe of different 


virtues : at the ſame time I felt the 


ſtrongeſt impreſſions of gratitude to 5 


my Redeemer, for having deliver d 


me from the ſad influences of the 


horrors round me, and for having 


render d the Divine Majeſty ſo propi- 


tious as to accept my ſincere obedience, 


and reward the little good which 1 
had done with ſuch inexpreſſible plea- 


Y ſures as I then enjoy d. To all this 


was added the higheſt degree of be- 
nevolence to all good men, and an 
unconceivable complacency from ſee- 
ing all about me poſſeſs d of the ſame 
happineſs with my ſelf; our joys 
were ſo ſtrong, that we could read in 
each others countenances the inmoſt 
ſentiments of our minds. 


ALL theſe reflections, which Jam 
oblig d to relate in a train of words 
ſucceſſively, flow d jointly ' and at 


once upon -my mind ; think then, 


how 


how Exquiſc ite the joy muſt be, which 

reſults from ſuch an 9 of 
ſuch ideas IT cannot expreſs i it; but 

' my heart o'erflow'd with gladneſs 
never felt before. In this condition, 
methoughr we were all at once in- 
ſpir d to ſing an hymn to God and 
to the Lamb; for the gloom began 
to diſperſe, and u dit glory in the 
heavens ſhow d the Judge was com- 
ing on; when 1 my \ voice for 


the fong, 1 awaked- 
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